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Detailed Action 

Response to Applicant's Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see page 9, filed 2/4/09, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-14 under 102(e) and 103 have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of US PG-Pub 2002/0147670 to Lange 
(Hereinafter "Lange"). 

35 U.S.C. 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-14 and 35-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. In order for a method to be considered 
a "process" under §101 , a claimed process must either: (1) be tied to another statutory 
class (such as a particular apparatus) or (2) transform underlying subject matter (such 
as an article or materials). Diamond v. Diehr, 450 U.S. 1 75, 1 84 (1 981 ); Parker v. 
Flook, 437 U.S. 584, 588 n.9 (1978); Gottschalk v. Benson, 409 U.S. 63, 70 (1972). If 
neither of these requirements is met by the claim, the method is not a patent eligible 
process under §101 and is non-statutory subject matter. Physical hardware must be 
added to the body of the claims. 
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Claim Objection 

3. Claim 2 is/are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. See MPEP 608.01 (n), the 
"Infringement Test" for clarification. 



35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

6. Claims 1 -1 2 and 35-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over US PG-Pub 2006/0069635 to Ram et al. (Hereinafter "Ram") in view 



of US PG-Pub 2002/0147670 A1 to Lange. (Hereinafter "Lange") 
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Regarding Claim 1: 

Ram teaches: 

defining a first trading strategy comprising a first plurality of trading rules to be 
executed based on a comparison of the estimated event value to the actual event value; 
(See Paragraph 250-253) 

receiving the actual event value; (See Paragraph 250-253) 

receiving an estimated event value for the news event prior to announcement of 
the actual event value; (See Paragraph 250-253) 

selecting a trading rule of the first plurality of trading rules corresponding to the 
first trading strategy based on a comparison of the actual event value to the estimated 
event value; and (Paragraphs 286-289) 

executing the selected trading rule, wherein executing the selected trading rule 
comprises generating a transaction message to be sent to the exchange. (Paragraphs 
286-289) 

Ram fails to teach: 

receiving a news data feed originating from a source other than an exchange, 
wherein the news data feed provides an actual event value for a news event, wherein 
the actual event value is to be announced at a later time; 

Lange teaches: 

receiving a news data feed originating from a source other than an exchange, 
wherein the news data feed provides an actual event value for a news event, wherein 
the actual event value is to be announced at a later time; (See Lange Paragraphs 501- 
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508) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include in the 
method of Ram the ability to receive news from a data feed other than an exchange as 
taught by Lange since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 
Regarding Claim 2: 

Ram further teaches a computer readable medium having stored therein 
instructions to execute the method of claim 1. (Paragraphs 286-289) 
Regarding Claim 3: 

Ram further teaches the estimated event value comprises an estimated news- 
related event indicator value, and wherein the actual event value comprises an actual 
news- related indicator value. (See Paragraph 250-253) Examiner notes that due to the 
combination in claim 1 the indicator values taugh in Ram can now be construed as 
news-related. 
Regarding Claim 4: 

Ram fails to further teach the event value and the estimated event value are 
received directly from a news source through the news data feed. 

Lange teaches the event value and the estimated event value are received 
directly from a news source through the news data feed. (See Lange Paragraphs 501- 
508) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include in the 
method of Ram the ability to receive news from a data feed other than an exchange as 
taught by Lange since the claimed invention is merely a combination of old elements, 
and in the combination each element merely would have performed the same function 
as it did separately, and one of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the 
results of the combination were predictable. 
Regarding Claim 5: 

Ram further teaches displaying the estimated event value in a first graphical 
format on a graphical user interface. (See Paragraph 250-253) 
Regarding Claim 6: 

Ram further teaches upon receiving the actual event value, displaying the actual 
event value in a second graphical format on the graphical user interface. (See Fig. 25) 
Regarding Claim 7: 

Ram further teaches the actual event value and the estimated event value are 
input by a user via the graphical user interface. (See paragraphs 250-253) 
Regarding Claim 8: 

Ram further teaches displaying the first plurality of trading rules corresponding to 
the first trading strategy defined in relation to the estimated and actual event values 
being displayed via the graphical user interface. (See Paragraph 250-253, 232, 256, 
257) 

Regarding Claim 9: 
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Ram further teaches the estimated and actual event values are displayed using 
different indicators. (See Paragraph 250-253, 232, 256, 257) 
Regarding Claim 10: 

Ram further teaches defining a second trading strategy comprising a second 
plurality of trading rules to be applied based on a comparison of the actual event value 
to a revised event value to be announced at some later time; 

receiving the revised event value; 

selecting a trading rule of the second plurality of trading rules based on a 
comparison of the revised event value compared to the actual event value; 

executing the selected trading rule of the second plurality of trading rules 
corresponding to the second trading strategy. 

(See Paragraph 250-253, 232) 
Regarding Claim 11: 

Ram further teaches displaying the revised event value in a third graphical format 
on the graphical user interface. (See Paragraph 250-253, Fig. 25) 
Regarding Claim 12: 

Ram further teaches the revised event value comprises a revised news-related 
indicator value. (See Fig. 25) 
Regarding Claim 35. 

Ram further teaches: 

sending the transaction message to the exchange. (Paragraphs 286-289) 
Regarding Claim 36. 
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Ram further teaches the transaction message comprises an order transaction 
message. (Paragraphs 286-289) 
Regarding Claim 37. 

Ram further teaches the order transaction message comprises an order 
message to buy or sell a tradeable object. (Paragraphs 286-289) 
Regarding Claim 38. 

Ram further teaches the order transaction message comprises an order cancel 
request message. (Paragraphs 286-289) 
Regarding Claim 39. 

Ram further teaches the order transaction message comprises an order change 
request message. (Paragraphs 286-289) 

7. Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ram in view of Lange in further view of US Patent 4,853,854. (Hereinafter "Behar") 
Regarding Claim 13: 

Ram fails to further teach: displaying on the graphical user interface a time left 
before the actual event value is released. 

Behar teaches displaying on the graphical user interface a time left before the 
actual event value is released. (See Fig 9) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include in the 
Method of Ram the ability to keep track of time as taught by Behar since the claimed 
invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element 
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merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were 
predictable. 
Regarding Claim 14: 

Ram fails to further teach once the actual event value is received, displaying a 
time since the release of the actual event value. 

Behar teaches once the actual event value is received, displaying a time since 
the release of the actual event value. (Col 15 Line 16) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include in the 
Method of Ram the ability to keep track of time as taught by Behar since the claimed 
invention is merely a combination of old elements, and in the combination each element 
merely would have performed the same function as it did separately, and one of 
ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that the results of the combination were 
predictable. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES A. VEZERIS whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1580. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-alt. Fridays 
7:30am-5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6803. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/James A. Kramer/ /JAMES A VEZERIS/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3693 Examiner, Art Unit 3693 



4/27/2009 



